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Методична скарбничка міста Новограда-Волинського
 


MYTHICAL CREATURES AND HEROES
Дзюман Наталія Леонідівна, 
учитель  англійської мови 
Новоград-Волинського колегіуму 

Англійська мова, 
7 клас
 Practical aim:  to develop pupils’ listening and monological skills using the studied vocabulary; to learn to describe different mythical creatures and heroes

Cultural aim:  to develop pupils’ linguistic outlook and communicative skills

Educational aim:  to contribute to all-round development of personality

Equipment:  video-clip and video-presentation; pictures of mythical cratures; cards with numbers and cards with the names of mythical creatures for a riddle; sheets of paper with while-listening tasks and after-listening tasks; a crossword
Lesson Structure
I. Warming up.

1. Greeting. Explaining the topic and the aims of the lesson                         0.5 min.                                                               

II. The main part of the lesson.
1. Discussion.                                                                                                    2 min.

2. Revision of the vocabulary.

    * watching a video-clip                                                                              1.5 min.

    * “snowball” activity                                                                                    3 min.

3. Students’ reports on video-presentation.

    *  Setting up while-listening tasks                                                              0.5 min.

    * Pair-work. Presentations                                                                        13,5 min.

4. Checking Comprehension.                                                                            4 min.

5. After-listening tasks.

    * Reading and matching exercise                                                                2 min.

    * True / False exercise                                                                                   2 min.

6. Spelling exercise (A crossword).                                                                  3 min.

7. Speech Practice (“Guess the Creature” Game)                                             6 min.

8. Solving a riddle.                                                                                            2 min.

III. Ending the lesson.                                                                                     
1. Summing up.                                                                                                 2 min.                                               

2. Evaluation.                                                                                                     2 min.

3. Setting up a hometask. Saying good-bye                                                      1 min.

I. Warming up.

T.: Good morning, pupils! Let’s start our lesson. Today we go on studying myths, mythical creatures and heroes. The aim is to learn to describe mythical creatures and heroes using the studied vocabulary.

II. The main part of the lesson.
1. Discussion.

 T.: First, tell me please, how do you understand the word “myth”? 

 Ps: - Any myth is a story.

      - It is an unreal story.

T.: What is this story about?

Ps: - It is about fight, victories and adventures.

     - It tells how mythical heroes fight against wicked creatures.

T.: Right! Can you characterize the mythical heroes? What can they be like?

Ps: - They are brave, clever, courageous, strong.

T.: And what mythical creatures can we meet in the myths? What are they like?

Ps: - They can be strong and difficult to kill.

     - Some creatures are clever and others are stupid.

     - Some are beautiful, others are hideous.

     - Some creatures are dangerous and wicked, others are kind and friendly.

     - We can meet rude and wild monsters.

     - Many creatures are half-human and half-animal.

2. Revision of the vocabulary.

1. Watching a video-clip.

 Now we are going to revise some personal names we learned to pronounce correctly at the previous lessons. Watch a short video, please. Your task is to remember as many mythical creatures or heroes as possible.

2. “Snowball” activity.

T.: Well, what mythical creatures have you just seen? Give your answers in chain using “snowball” activity. Pay attention to pronunciation!

Ps: - I have seen the Cyclops.

· I’ve seen the Cyclops and the Sirens.

· I have seen the Cyclops, the Sirens and the Centaur.

· I remember the Cyclops, the Sirens, the Centaur and the Minotaur.

· I’ve seen the Cyclops, the Sirens, the Centaur, the Minotaur and Medusa Gorgon.

· …

T.: And what mythical creatures have you recognized?

Ps: - I’ve seen Heracles.

· I’ve seen Odysseus.

· I think it was Theseus in the labyrinth.

3. Students’ reports on video-presentation.

1. Setting up while listening task.
Now you’re working in pairs to complete the two while-listening tasks. The first one is to match the names of the heroes with the creatures they fought with, and the second is to fill in the gaps in the sentences. Your classmates’ presentations and the key-words on the screen will help you. Watch and listen attentively!

2. Pair work. Video-presentation.

Students’ reports (presentation):

1. The Hydra

The Hydra is a nine-headed monster. It had a body of a dog and heads like snakes. It was very dangerous and difficult to kill because when someone cut off one of its heads, another one immediately grew on its place. It had poisonous breathing and one of its heads was immortal. It lived in a cave near Lerna Lake. Heracles managed to kill the Hydra. First he shot his flaming arrows into the cave to make the monster come out. His nephew Iolaus helped him to kill the Hydra. When Heracles cut off one head, Iolaus scorched the neck with his torch. Heracles cut off the last immortal head with the golden sword given to him by Athene, and put it under a big rock. It was a great victory!

2. Medusa Gorgon

Medusa was a wicked monster. It had snakes instead of hair and a thick long body of a snake. It lived in a cave somewhere in northern mountains. It was very difficult to kill because if someone looked at Medusa, he immediately turned into stone. Perseus was the hero who killed Medusa Gorgon. Some gods helped him to do it. Athene gave him a special shining shield, and Hermes gave him winged sandals to move quickly, an invisible helmet, a sickle and a special bag for its head. When fighting Medusa Perseus didn’t look at her, he looked at her reflection in his shield, and Medusa couldn’t see the hero because he wore the invisible helmet. When Perseus cut off Medusa’s head he put it into a bag and came back home. He showed the head to King Polidectes and the last turned into stone. Perseus punished the king who had made his mother, Danae, promise to marry him, though she didn’t want to do it.

3. The Minotaur

The Minotaur was half-man and half-bull. It was very huge. It lived on the island of Crete, in the centre of the labyrinth under the King’s palace. Every 7 years seven young boys and seven young girls were sent to Crete as a sacrifice to the Minotaur. One day Theseus came to Crete to kill the beast. Ariadne, King’s daughter, fell in love with the boy and decided to help him. She gave Theseus a ball of string, and when hekilled the creature, he found the way out of the labyrinth and saved the rest of the people. 

4. The Harpies

The Harpies are half-woman and half-bird. They had faces of hideous women and bodies like vulture. They lived on the rocks covered by dead human bones. The Harpies stole people’s food and continued doing it until people died of hunger. Sometimes they stole human babies. Jason with the help of Medea, a magician, killed many Harpies when he sailed on his ship, The Argo, to find the Golden Fleece. He also caught the fire-breathing bulls at Colchis with the help of Medea.

5. The Cyclops

 The Cyclops is a one-eyed giant. It had one eye in the middle of the forehead. It lived in a cave in the mountains and ate sheep or humans. The Cyclops was very rude, awkward and a little bit stupid. Odysseus managed to escape from the Cyclops. He gave him some wine, and when the monster got asleep, Odysseus blinded it with the help of his stake. It happened after Odysseus had won the war at Troy.

6. The Sirens

They were bird-like creatures. The Sirens were half-bird and half-women. They were beautiful. They lived on an island. The Sirens could sing very sweet songs, and when somebody listened to their voice, he forgot about everything. A lot of sailors passing the Sirens Island fell into water and got drowned. Odysseus managed to cheat the Sirens. When he sailed near their island, he filled his men’s ears with some wax, so that they couldn’t hear Sirens’ sweet songs and tied himself to the ship’s mast.

7. The Centaur

The Centaur is half-man and half-horse. Centaurs lived in the woods and in the mountains. They were strong and skillful warriors. Some were clever, skillful, wise and taught the heroes. Others were rude, wild, untamed and were heroes’ foes. All Centaurs loved beautiful women and good wine. Pholus was a wise Centaur, and he was a friend of Heracles. One day he treated Heracles with some very tasty wine in a cave. Other Centaurs living nearby smelled its fragrance, got mad and charged into the cave. Heracles got very angry and killed many of them that day. Others are said to be killed by Harpies and Sirens.

While-listening comprehension tasks:

1. Match the mythical creatures with the heroes:

The Hydra       The Medusa Gorgon      The Minotaur    The Harpies

              The Sirens                 The Cyclops                 The Centaur

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Odysseus            Theseus             Perseus              Jason          Heracles

2. Fill in the gaps:

1. ________________ is a nine-headed monster.

2. Iolaus helped ___________________ to kill the Hydra.

3. The Medusa Gorgon lived in a _____________.

4. If someone looked at the Medusa, he immediately turned into ______.

5. The Minotaur was half-man and _______________.

6. Every ____ years seven ______________ and seven _____________ were sent to the Minotaur as a sacrifice.

7. The Minotaur lived in the centre of the _____________ under the King’s __________.

8. Ariadne gave _____________ a ball of __________ to go out of the labyrinth.

9. The ____________ had faces of hideous women and bodies like _______________.

10. ______________ killed many Harpies when he sailed in his ship to find the __________ Fleece.

11. The Sirens were half-bird and _______________.

12. ________________ filled his men’s ears with some _________, so that they couldn’t hear Sirens’ sweet songs.

13. The Cyclops was a _______________ giant. He was blinded by ______________.

14. The Centaurs loved beautiful ____________ and ___________.

15. Some Centaurs were skillful and ___________, others were wild and ____________. 

4. Checking Comprehension.

Pupils say what creatures were killed by what heroes.

- The Hydra was killed by Heracles.

- Medusa Gorgon was killed by Perseus.

- The Sirens were cheated by Odysseus/

- ...

Pupils read the full sentences with the words they have filled in.

5. After-listening tasks.

1. Reading and matching exercise.

Exercise 1 p.47 (“Oxford Team!” Student’s Book 3)

Read and match the descriptions A-E and match them with the pictures 1-5.

A The Minotaur is half-man and half-bull.

B The Cyclops is a one-eyed giant.

C The Hydra is a nine-headed monster.

D The Harpies are half-bird and half-woman.

E The Sirens were beautiful women.

2. True/False exercise

 Exercise 3 p.47 (“Oxford Team!” Student’s Book 3)

Are the sentences true or false? Correct the false sentences.

1 The heroes and heroines are brave and clever.

2 A few creatures are half-human and half-animal.

3 The Nine-Headed Hydra had the body of a snake and heads like dogs.

4 Medea helped Jason to catch the bulls at Colchis.

5 Ariadne gave Theseus a labyrinth.

6 Odysseus blinded the Cyclops after he had won the war at Troy.

6. Spelling exercise (A crossword).

 Solve a crossword and you’ll be able to read the key-word that is number 8!










                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
1. A one-eyed giant. 

2. A mythical hero who killed Medusa Gorgon. 

3. A mythical creature which is half-man and half-bull.

4. The hero who killed the Minotaur.

5. Creatures which are half-women and half-birds. Their faces are hideous.

6. The Harpies had bodies of a bird. What bird is it?

7. The nine-headed monster killed by Heracles.

The answers: 1. Cyclops, 2. Perseus, 3. Minotaur, 4. Theseus, 5. Harpies, 

6. Vulture, 7. Hydra.

What’s the key-word? (Centaur) Is it a creature or a hero? Describe it.

7. Speech Practice (“Guess the Creature” Game)

T.: Now I’m sure you’re quite ready to describe any of the creatures. I suggest playing a guessing game. Choose one of the pictures, don’t show it to the class and describe the creature so that other pupils could guess it. When it is guessed, put the picture on the board under its name. (The names of the creatures are written on the blackboard in line).

8. Solving a riddle.

T.: Let’s solve a riddle! On the board you can see the names of creatures, the pictures of each creature and a number under each picture. Take only one letter from the name of each creature to make up a word. Which letter should you choose in every word? The numbers under the pictures are hints for you.

 (On the blackboard there are pictures, names of the creatures and numbers:

Sirens    Centaur     Medusa Gorgon     Cyclops     Minotaur     Harpies     Hydra

    4             3                      10                     4                  2                7               1

The answer is – English)

III. Ending the lesson.                                                                                     
1. Summing up.

T.: Do you like English lessons? How did you like today’s lesson? What was the most interesting / difficult / useful? What new facts have you learnt?

Ps (sharing ideas)

2. Evaluation.  

 Thank you for your work today. I think all of you deserve good and excellent marks.                                                                                                  

3. Setting up a home task. Saying good-bye.                                                     

 The home task is to make up dialogues describing one of the creatures we’ve been talking about during the lesson today.

 Goodbye! See you tomorrow!
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